am writing to you to ask you to oppose AB 2580 (Wicks) Historic Designation Annual Reporting.

Have you driven through Manhattan Beach lately? Every street is a construction site. We are at the mercy of opportunistic speculators who identify themselves as more benignly worded "developers." Even our six-year-old grandson can see the lunacy of it all. As we pulled out of our driveway, across the street stands an absurdly enormous newly constructed house that fills the lot; it has been on the market for nearly a year. The price has been reduced from $4,999,000 to $4,199,000. 

The house previously on the site was a 2 BR/1BA 1950s stucco "beach house" in the midst of a really lovely garden and shaded by a giant Italian pine. The tree is gone. (Of course).

"Why did they make Michelle move and tear down her house," the little boy asked us. "Then they built that big house and no one even wants to live in it."

Why, indeed.

At a time when this city, Los Angeles County and the entire state are struggling to cope with a housing crisis, affordable places are being torn down so developers can make millions.

Livable houses should not be torn down. And in fact, anyone who wants to build a house should be those who intend to live in the new place. Why not slow down the greedy speculators?!


Sincerely,

